
                        Geography Vocabulary Progression Overview 

 

Geographical Vocabulary 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Map, 
sketch 
map, plan, 
picture,  

map, sketch map, 
plan, birds eye 
view, position, 
location, 
direction, route, 
path, direction, 
navigate, symbol, 
key, coordinates, 
north, south, east, 
west, forwards, 
backwards, left, 
right, near, far  

map, sketch map, 
plan, birds eye view, 
position, location, 
direction, route, 
path, direction, 
navigate, symbol, 
key, coordinates, 
north, south, east, 
west, forwards, 
backwards, left, right, 
near, far ordinance 
survey map, 
thermometer, 
temperature, 
degrees, rainfall, 
lowest, highest  

table, diagram, pictogram, 
bar graph, line graph, pie 
chart, data, atlas, map, aerial 
photograph, birds eye view, 
scale, key, symbols, equator, 
northern hemisphere, 
southern hemisphere, 
location, compass, direction, 
bearing, north, south, east, 
west, northeast (NE), 
southeast (SE), southwest 
(SW), northwest (NW), four 
figure grid reference, grid 
box, eastings, northings, 
thermometers, temperature, 
degrees, rain gauge, rain fall, 
centimetres (cm), millimetres 
(mm) lowest, highest, 
average  
 

table, diagram, pictogram, 
bar graph, line graph, pie 
chart, data, atlas, map, 
aerial photograph, birds eye 
view, scale, key, symbols, 
equator, northern 
hemisphere, southern 
hemisphere, location, 
compass, direction, bearing, 
north, south, east, west, 
northeast (NE), southeast 
(SE), southwest (SW), 
northwest (NW), four figure 
grid reference, grid box, 
eastings, northings, 
thermometers, 
temperature, degrees, rain 
gauge, rain fall, centimetres 
(cm), millimetres (mm) 
lowest, highest, average  
biome 

 

arial map, ordinance survey maps, 
google map, political map, 
topographic map, physical map, 
economic/ resource map, scale, key, 
symbols, location, compass, 
direction, bearing, north, south, east, 
west, northeast (NE), southeast (SE), 
southwest (SW), northwest (NW), six 
figure grid reference, grid box, 
eastings, northings, equator, 
northern and southern hemispheres, 
Tropics of Cancer/ Capricorn, Arctic/ 
Antarctic Circle, longitude and 
latitude, degrees, colour layering, 
contour, contour interval, cross 
section height above sea level, 
distance, kilometres (kms)  
  topographical feature, coast, river, 
island, cape, delta, peninsula, gulf, 
mountain, hill, valley, plateau, plain, 
desert, water cycle, evaporation, 
transpiration, condensation, 
precipitation, run-off, river, tidal 
river, estuary, stream, lake, tributary, 
current, bank, delta, mouth, source, 
fresh water, saltwater, mountain, 
mountain range, tectonic plates, 
force, contour, altitude, elevation, 
erosion, summit, peak, ascent, 
descent, vegetation, ,  biome 

arial map, ordinance survey maps, 
google map, political map, 
topographic map, physical map, 
economic/ resource map, scale, 
key, symbols, location, compass, 
direction, bearing, north, south, 
east, west, northeast (NE), 
southeast (SE), southwest (SW), 
northwest (NW), six figure grid 
reference, grid box, eastings, 
northings, equator, northern and 
southern hemispheres, Tropics of 
Cancer/ Capricorn, Arctic/ 
Antarctic Circle, longitude and 
latitude, degrees, colour layering, 
contour, contour interval, cross 
section height above sea level, 
distance, kilometres (kms)  
vvolcano, Ring of Fire, magma, 
mantle, fault, eruption, sill, vent, 
eruption, crust, extinct, core, 
conduit, dormant, ash, active, 
crater, earthquake, after shock, 
epicentre, fault line, fore shock, 
main shock, magnitude, Mercallie 
scale, micro quake, Richter scales, 
seismic, tremor, tsunami 

 


