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This policy has been formulated in accordance with DfE advice on Charging for School Activities.
Philosophy


We recognise the valuable contribution that the wide range of additional activities, including trips, clubs and residential experiences can make towards pupils’ education.  We aim to promote and provide such activities as part of a broad and balanced curriculum for the pupils of the school and as additional optional activities.  We believe that all our pupils should have an equal opportunity to benefit from school activities and visits (curricular and extra curricular) independent of their parents’/carers’ financial means.  This policy describes how we will do our best to ensure a good range of visits and activities is offered and, at the same time, try to minimise the financial barriers which may prevent some pupils taking full advantage of the opportunities.

Roles and responsibilities of Headteacher, Staff and Trustees
The Trustees of Mayville Academy is responsible for determining the content of the policy and the Head teacher for implementation. Any decisions with respect to individual parents will be considered by the Head teacher.

In line with DfE guidance, the Trustees will not charge for any of the following,

· Education provided during school hours (including the supply of any materials, books, instruments or other equipment);

· Education provided outside school hours if it is part of the National Curriculum, or part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination that the pupil is being prepared for at the school, or part of religious education;

· Entry for a prescribed public examination, if the pupil has been prepared for it at the school

· Examination re-sit(s) if the pupil is being prepared for the re-sit(s) at the school;

· Education provided on any trip that takes place during school hours;

· Education provided on any trip that takes place outside school hours if it is part of the National Curriculum, or part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination that the pupil is being prepared for at the school, or part of religious education;

· Supply teachers to cover for those teachers who are absent from school accompanying pupils on a residential trip;

· Transporting registered pupils to other premises where the governing body or local education authority has arranged for pupils to be educated;

· Transport that enables a pupil to meet an examination requirement when he/she has been prepared for the examination at the school;

· Transport provided in connection with an education trip.

 Charges for Curricular Activities

 Board and Lodging on residential visits (not to exceed the costs).

· The proportionate costs for an individual child of activities wholly or mainly outside of school hours (‘optional extras’) to meet the cost for:

· Travel

· Materials and Equipment

· Non-teaching staff costs

· Entrance fees

· Insurance costs

· Individual tuition in the playing of a musical instrument

· Re-sit(s) for public examinations where no further preparation has been provided by the school.

· Costs of non-prescribed examinations where no further preparation has been provided by the school.

· Any other education, transport, or examination fee unless charges are specifically prohibited

· Breakages and replacements as a result of damages caused wilfully or negligently by pupils

· Extracurricular activities and school clubs
· All school trips to be paid in advance on SIMS Agora. You may also give permission on SIMS Agora.
· Unfortunately the School is unable to refund money to parents/carers as the school pays for trips in advance.
Voluntary Contributions

Parents will be invited to make a voluntary contribution to the following:

· For class trips to locations outside of school that require a fee to be paid (e.g. Theatre trips, London zoo, etc.)

· For the cost of a coach to and from the school.

· Pay for the cost of an educational visitor to run a programme in school.

· The terms of any request made to parents will specify that the request is for a voluntary contribution and in no way represents a charge. In addition the following will be made clear to parents.

· That the contribution is genuinely voluntary and the parent is under no obligation to pay: and

· That the registered pupils at the school will not be treated differently according to whether or not their parents have made any contribution in response to the request.

The responsibility for determining the level of voluntary contributions is delegated to the Head teacher. Voluntary contributions will be used to:

· Cover the admission fee for groups of children on trips

· Cover the cost of coach transport to and from school

· Cover the cost of employing an educational visitor into the school to run programmes.

a) Music Tuition

Music tuition for individuals or groups of up to four pupils.

1. Families qualifying for remission or help with charges
In order to remove financial barriers from disadvantaged pupils, the governing body has agreed that some activities and visits where charges can legally be made will be offered at no charge or a reduced charge to parents/carers in particular circumstances.  This remissions policy sets out the circumstances in which charges will be waived.  Criteria for qualifications for remission are given below:

Parents/Carers in receipt of:

· Income Support.

· Income-based Jobseekers Allowance.

· Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999.

· Child Tax Credit, provided that Working Tax Credit is not also received and the family’s income (as assessed by HM Revenue and Customs) does not exceed the sum given in the Revenue and Customs rules.

· Guaranteed State Pension.

· Pupil Premium entitlement.

· Housing Benefit.

Arrangement for monitoring and evaluation charges for Extended Activities
Charges made for optional, extra activities provided outside of the school day, for example cooking, karate, dance, art, drama, music. Charges are also made for extended activities provided in or around the school by, or on behalf of the Board of Trustees.

The Trustees have decided that charges will be reduced for some activities in the following circumstances:
· Parents on benefits

· Vulnerable children
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